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POPULAR ARMY AS ARM OF REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT DESCRIBED 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 49-54 


/Article: "The Popular Army: A Distinctive Experiment and Lofty Preparation 
in Defense of the Gains of the Revolution"/ 


/Text/ The formation of the Popular Army did not come about just as a passing 
desire that occurred to the political leadership of the party and the revolution 
in our fighting country. It was, rather, a revolutionary measured dictated by 
domestic and national requirements and the great tasks which the 17 July revolution 
has aspired to perform under the leadership of the Arab Socialist Ba'’th Party. The 
creation of this sort of popular agency, armed with faith and rifles, wes made 
mandatory by che nature of the stage and by the crucial dangers and challenges it 
entails. These are threatening the national security of the Arab motherland just 
as they threaten the national sovereignty of Iraq and the major historic gains it 
has achieved through bold, persistent struggle, always relying on clear step-by- 
step and strategic goals and a principled vision on the creation of an organized 
society enjoying conscious control, a high feeling of domestic and national respon- 
sibility, and an intense zeal to carry out and make a success of the plans and pro- 
grams of the revolution in all fields of construction. 


The 17 July revolution has therefore devoted exceptional attention to mobilizing, 
organizing and arming the masses of the people and vigilantly preparing and train- 
ing them in order to qualify them to be able to deter the aggression to which Iraq 
end the Arab nation are exposed, to protect the great progressive achievements the 
revolution has made in the political, economic, social and cultural spheres, and 
to defend them bravely and capably when chat is required. 


The revolutionary measures and procedures the revolution has taken during the 13 
years of its triumphant course have been many and great. They have made Iraq a 
nation possessing a status that is honored and enjoying the respect of the small 
and great nations of the world. These measures and procedures have been based on 
a policy >f principle functioning on behalf of Iraq and the Arab nation as it 
functions on behalf of all peoples in the world. Thanks to its priucipled ideology 
which is zealous to maintain and strengthen solidarity and national independence, 
the revolution has succeeded in building up its special experience, proceeding 
from the special nature of Iraq and the Arab nation and relying on their combative 
and humanitarian heritage. 

















The experience of the revolution in Iraq has been distinguished by the fact that it 
has been a distinctive one on various levels. However, it has not been isolated 
from the experiences of the people--rather, it has interacted with them, without 
transferring the experiences in prefabricated fashion in an easy manner. The 
revolution, under the leadership of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, has rejected, 
and still does reject, easy, prefabricated approaches to revolutionary action. 
Thus, the experiment of the formation of the Popular Army has been a measure to 
which the revolution has turned in order to ensure its objectives of domestic con- 
struction and national action, in accordance with the Ba’th's independent view and 
its perception of the importance of domestic and national distinctiveness in our 
rising course of liberation. 


The formation of the Popular Army, while it is just one of the revolution's 
achievements, is truly to be considered one of its most prominent ones, because 
it means the organization of the people and the preparation of the people in a 
conscious, revolutionary manner to defend themselves by themselves and to be an 
aide and bulwark for the regular army in the case of war and a tool for construc- 
tion, development and the guarantee of stability and security for citizens under 
various conditions and circumstances. 


The Experiment of the People’s Army Is One of the Glorious Achievements of the 
17 July Revolution 


Therefore, after a year and a half had elapsed since the revolution burst forth, 
that is, in February 1970, it was announced that the Popular Army ~ ould be formed 
in the military am’ legal structure it now hzs. This does not uncer any circum- 
stances mean that the party had previously organized no activities in the field of 
mass mobilization and arming before that date; to the contrary, numerous activities 
took place in passive or active combat circumstances. However, the experiment of 
the formation of the People's Army remains the most mature, deep-rooted, comprehen- 
Sive one, a great achievement to be added to those of the 17 July revolution and 
its commanding party. 


The importance of an experiment such as that of this armed popular organization 
made the leadership of the party and the revolution very anxious to guarantee that 
it succeeded and to provide all necessary organizational, technical, mental and 
other requirements before issuing the legal decree on the army. Therefore, forma- 
tion of the Pepular Army did not just take place by a decree issued on the sub- 
ject--the groundwork for it was laid before the decre was issued, following detail- 
ed comprehensive in-depth studies that included organizational and administrative 
aspects, training methods, types of weapons, and the nature of the missions and 
uuties the Popular Army would assume, 


The studies on forming the Popular Army and the discussions which took place within 
the command lasted many months, and in-depth study continued and aspects of it were 
determined, before and after the legal decree on the army was issued, giving the 
experiment guarantees that ensured its success. The studies took into considera- 
tion the political and geographic circumstances of Iraq, the role of the masses in 
protecting and consolidating the gains of the revolution, the requirements of 
national combat, and the role of armed popular struggle in liberating occupied Arab 
territory, both in Palestine and in other parts of the Arab nation. 














While che studies on the formation of the Popular Army in our country were based 

on the Arab nation's beloved heritage of the many wars of liberation it had waged 
over 15 centuries, they did rot neglect the modern experiences of peoples and their 
armed struggles against colonialism, reaction and imperialism, for the sake of in- 
dependence, national sovereignty and social progress. 


Nonetheless, the study of the Arab popular mas es' armed struggle within their 
national legacy, in spite of the genius and heroic acts that lies within that 
struggle and the experiences of people fighting against colonialism and backward- 
ness in the modern era, was adopted as a readymade form when the Popular Army was 
established, in spite of the significance in terms of rich information and cautions 
that given experiences afforded. The command of the party and the revolution, em- 
bodying the principles and creative thought of the Ba’th, has repeatedly rejected 
the transfer of readymade ideas and experiences, out of its awareness of the dis- 
tinctive nature of Iraq and the Arab nation and the new circumstances in the Arab 
and international situation in the modern era. It therefore continuously seeks to 
discover new things which are in harmony with the nature of the stage and the enor- 
mous size of the national and domestic tasks that lie on its shoulder as a historic 
leader of che Arab nation. 


In this regard, the president and commander Saddam Husayn has constantly asserted 
the need to make efforts to discover new, meaningful aspects of revolutionary 
action. He, as a leader, has not been content just to appeal for that but rather 
has proceeded himself to exert continuous efforts for she sake of what is better 
and more appropriate. He lives amongst the scions of his people and stays awake 
late at night in order to guarantee a prosperous future for Iraq and the Arab 
nation and to ensure the development and consolidation of the great gains and ac- 
complishments of the revolution, Therefore, Commander Saddam Husayn has given 
exceptional attention to all the central institutions of the state during the 
course of the revolution. 





The Popular Army has been one of the most prominent institutions in which he has 
interested himself personally and which he has enriched intellectually and organi- 
zationally. On top of that, he has given direct concern and unlimited support to 
the Popular Army with the objective of making it more able and capable of defend- 
ing the people, proceeding from his statement "There will be no one to take the 
position of defending a person who does not have the intrinsic ability to defend 
himself." 


Intellectually and organizationally mobilizing the masses has been and remains one 
of the party's foremost programs in achieving its goals. However, the party, 
through its special experience, has realized that such mobilization, in spite of 
its importance, will remain inadequate as long as it is not accompanied by a mili- 
tary mobilization of the masses and by the provision of the ingredients that will 
enable them to defend the nation and the revolution under all circumstances, cri- 
ticial circumstances in particular. Therefore, the president and commander Saddam 
Husayn has stressed that "the point of departure in turning a young person into an 
organized fighting force in the active struggle to develop and protect the revolu- 
tion and strengthen its victories and its achievements in the passive struggle to 
eliminate apostate and reactionary forces and supply the battles in the struggle 
with fighting units which are experienced in combat” is a necessary premise which 

















derives its dimensions from the thinking and the premises of the Arab Socialist 
Ba'th Party and from the vastness of the dangers and challenges which Iraq and the 
Arab nation are exposed to. 


An Armed Aware Organization that Is Derived from and Serves the People 


Therefore, the revolution’s concern to form the Popular Army has been an embodiment 
of the Ba'th'’s platform of enabling the people to protect themselves by themselves. 
Proceeding from the commander's statement "It is by means of the people alone that 
one can defend the security and the gains of the people,” a citizen armed with 
faith and a rifle alone can defend the sovereignty and glory of the nation. The 
rifle by itself is not enough to guarantee the goals of the people and the nation 
unless the person bearing it is armed with awareness, clarity of thought, and faith 
in the propriety of the program and the justice of the cause which he is defending 
and sacrificing himself for, and thought alone, however bright and creative it 
might be, will remain unable to repel dangers and transgressions unless the person 
who bears the thought has a rifle. Thus the effort was made to form the Popular 
Army, which, after LO years cf intense military and cultural effort and care in its 
prepcration and organization, has become « basic aware armed force defending the 
people and the gains of the revolution. 


The Popular Army, whose legal identity began in 1970 when it was formed of party 
personnel chosen with care and attention, in order to avoid the possibility that 
errors or excesses which could prejudice the experiment might occur, and which also 
at the beginning was restricted to a number cof governorate capitals, rapidly spread 
from one town to another with firm, carefully planned steps until, in 5 years, 
time, it had come to cover all areas of the country, from north to south, including 
the hills, plairs, marshes and desert areas. 


The process of preparation, training and acculturation has taken place in coniunc- 
tion with the rapid spread of Popular Army formations. The completion of the 
coverage of Iraqi towns and villages with these armed popular formations has pro- 
vided an opportunity to concentrate on raising the fighting people's level of mili- 
tary training and ideological acculturation through intensified sessions in general 
training camps and other intellectual, political and acculturation sessions. 


In the past ‘ew years, the Popular Army has been armed with various types of light 
and medium weapons. Some of its units have been converted into semi-permanent 
military units supplied with advanced weapons. Thus, it has achieved the goal 
whose attainment the Eighth Regional Conference of the Arab Socialist Party approved 
when it asserted "Training in weapons must be one of the basic ingredients in the 
building of a new man and a new society. Training large numbers of the members of 
the people in a military fashion will also provide the country with a reserve army 
which can participate effectively alongside the national one in protecting the 
revolution and the country and performing national missions." In order to enable 
the Popular Amny to possess the ingredients of combat technology and the optimm 
use of arms, in accordance with the duties and tasks which the party has specified 
for it, training has been continuous and live exercises and drills including vari- 
ous sectors have taken place. Their participation in numerous live exercises and 
drills with regular army units has increased the expertise of Popular Army forma- 
tions and raised their combat performance level. 

















A Reserve Comparabie to Our Heroic National Army 


Perhaps the best proof of the importance of the role the Popular Army can perform 
in defending national sovereignty and protecting the achievements of the revolution 
has been embodied in our holy war against the racist Persians and the brilliant 
victories our heroic armed forces have achieved in this war which has been imposed 
upon our country. Had the Iraqi fighting man on the battlefronts not possessed 
military and political awareness, he would not have been able to continue fighting 
with anything like the concern and bravery which the world has witnessed, even if 
he had possessed the most modern types of weapons. Without a doubt, an important 
reason for the defeat of the aggressor Persian forces lies in their lack of con- 
viction in the goal they are fighting for and the obscurity and vagueness of the 
cause for which they have been compelled to die, even though they are more numer- 
ous and equipped with the most modern and destructive weapons. 


While the heroic reguiar Iraqi army is the basis for the attainment of victories 
over the racist Persian clique, the Popular Army hes played a.prominent role in 
standing alongside the armed forces on the lengthy battlefront’ and it has partici- 
pated effectively in protecting the domestic front from the folly of saboteurs and 
people opposed to the revolution and in guaranteeing security for the people. 


The just war our country is waging against the Persian aggression has demonstrated 
the importance of the Popular Army in preserving the spirit of victory through its 
participation in holding the territories from which our army is expelling the racist 
Persians and its »articipation in purging the remaining pockets of scattered de- 
feated remmants of the enemy on the battlefronts, protecting the rear of the heroic 
armed forces and enabling them totally to devote themselves to carrying out their 
basic combat missions. 


The experiment cf the popular achievement in Irag is to be considered a progressive 
one in terms of tnose uf many of the countries in the world, in spite of its recent 
nature, It is a distinctive experiment in form and substance since it has been de- 
rived from the Areb Socialist Ba th Party’s view of society as an indivisible whole. 
Therefore women have also played an effective role in Popular Army formations, 
participating with their brothers in bearing aml being trained in weapons, thus 
proving a competence which has seen witnessed in this field as they have proved 
high competence in such other vital fields es helping to make the development pro- 
cess and other political and social activities a success. 


Iraqi women today have come confidently and worthily to enjoy the ~ights which 
various laws stipulate; they are members of the National Assembly, officers in the 
army, directors general and se on. As the president and commander Saddam Husayn 
has said, Iraqi women have the right to enjoy their rights and must take part in 
making a success of the development process and in defending the nation and must 
participace in the political, economic, cultural and social activities underway in 
our country, because "they are the granddaughters of the immortal Iraqi women who 
fought heroically with the men, organized the poetry of epic and glory, and par- 
ticipated in the glorious legacy of civilization." 


The protection of the domestic front which the Popular Army is bravely and con- 
sciously undertaking is to be considered a matter of maximum importance, not just 














in cases of war but alse in cases of peace. The Popular Army formations have there- 
by asserted, through their heroic activities in the front inside enemy territory 
and in the towns and villages of the country, that they are a true, sincere reserve 
for our heroic army and a beloved auxiliary which supplies it with brave fighting 
men who are capable of using armor, anti-aircraft weaponry and other types of de- 
veloped arms with competence and awareness. As the president ami commander Saddam 
Husayn said as he was bidding farewell to a contingent of Popular Army fighting men, 
"You are going to the battlefronts as the Popular Army which is known throughout 
the world only for fighting on national territory inside national borders; you have 
brought forth a new law for popular armies which only your forefathers from the 
past have done before you." 
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ARMY FIGURE DISCUSSES ROLE OF POPULAR ARMY 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 58-9 


/Article: The Commander of the Salah-al-Din Forces Talks about the Popular 
Army''/ 


/Text/ The commander of the Salah-al-Din forces asserted that the Popular Army is 
the prave, distinguished reserve of our heroic forces and that its role has con- 
stantly been sustained since the day it was first founded and has grown in magni- 
tude with the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah against the racist Persians. 


This was revealed during his meeting on the ground overlooking Abadan, where he 
evaluated the role of the Popular Army in the war and the results which have been 
attained by this experiment, which is unique for its kind. He said, 


"Before we pause to evaluate this experiment, we must, at the outset, convey to 
every fighting comrade in the Popular Army the sweetest most sincere greetings in 
my name and the name of all the fighting men in our heroic army who are encamped 
on the heroic battleground about Abadan, wish each of them success in his current 
and future missions as well, and hope that they will be most capable, as we have 
continuously been accustomed to hope, in carrying out various combat missions and 
ordinary daily duties in order to preserve the spirit of victory and maintain the 
combat achievements along the road to the attainment of the hopes of the Arab 
nation and the goals of its great vanguard party the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party 
under the comuand of the hero of national liberation, our inspired fighting presi- 
dent Comrade Saddam Husayn, from whose unique historic personality we all seek the 
aid of determination, resolve, confidence and power. 


"It is also necessary to take this opportunity to send warm comradely greetings to 
the Popular Army command, expressing our amazement at the great efforts it has made 
to develop the fighting capability of the Popular Army and mobilize it in a manner 
meeting the needs of all sectors and fronts." 


The staff brigadier general commanding the Ssalah-al-Din forces added, 
"The Popular Army has played a distinguished role and has been the best mass in- 


strument for attaining the most advanced combat experiment, the first of its kind 
in modern history. 














"We, through the activity of the Popular Army in our sector and its assumption of 
many combat missions, through its participation with us in liberating the city of 
al-Muhammarah, its protection of the thoroughfares, its aid and its fighting alonug- 
side us on the forward lines of contact, as is happening now, have discovered that 
the Popular Army possesses a faith, resolve, daring revolutionary spirit and high 
combat capability which endow it with an effective fighting impact, in spite of its 
relatively modest training in comparison with our armed forces’ training. However, 
I can say that the Popular Army's participation in our just war against the Persian 
enemy has strengthened its combat capabilities and increased its capacity for mo- 
bilization and strategy in an indescribable manner. That may be attributed, in my 
estimation, to the self-sacrificing spirit of the fighting men, their unshakeable 
preparedness and their growing ability to use weapons, increase expertise and de- 
rive inspiration from the arts of combat. 


"There is no doubt that this conclusion constitutes a lofty national achievement 
for the overall movement of Arab revolution, which must benefit from this experi- 
ment in all our coming national battles. It is an experiment which has yielded its 
fruit in the context of mass mobilization and has given every segment of the people 
the opportunity to bear arms in defense of the nation, the revolution and the dig- 
nity and national sovereignty of the motherland." 


/Question/ Could you discuss all these facts in the language of examples? 


/Answer/ The examples are so numerous that we cannot grasp them all or pick out 
their effective significance. On the pages of the liquidation of the city of al- 
Muhammarah, the protection of thoroughfares to the Karun River and the maintenance 
of the strategic passageways of our forces, it is the Popular Army which has been 
performing the most successful duties, in particular the difficult combat duties. 
Today, now that we are on the east of the Karun, we have installed many Popular 
Army personnel to perform their combat duties with our soldiers, rifle alongside 
rifle. It is well known what “east of the Karun’ means--in precise terms, it is 
the daily line of conflict, hour *y hour, with the Persian enemy. I, as a military 
commander, attribute exceptional significance to this position and am proud of the 
fact that up to this moment I have not examined or heard any shortcomings on the 
part of these fighting men. To the contrary, rather, their heroic acts are the 
common subject of talk among the troops. 


As long as we are in the realm of examples and comparisons, we must pause to con- 
sider the facts concerning the side of the aggressors, by which I mean Khomeyni's 
guards. These people maintain the lowest forms of repellent relations with the 
[ranisa troops. They compete with them ferociously, even in battles of defeat and 
failure. They are an instrument of repression and arrest the families of Iranian 
soldiers in the desire to make them fight by force. On top of all these things, 
they do not fight with che troops--they protect the troops’ rear. They commit the 
crime of killin, all Iranian troops who retreat in defeat as a consequence of the 
blows of our heroic forces, while we find the fighting men of the Popular Army, in 
our pioneering experiment, in their combat and their moral relations, constituting 
the firmest forms of a unified combat family. Once again, as we are at the an- 
niversary of the founding of our Popular Army, we give greetings and praise again 
and take pride, with them, in the historic combat experiment. 











On this sweet occasion, I must greet the president and commander, the fighting man 
Saddam Husayn, bring him the loftiest congratulations for the immortal day, wishing 
him good health and success in commanding this nation through our current war with 
the Persian enemy, and promise him with a loyal spirit that we will be sincere 
soldiers in the service of the nation and the war. I raise the banner of sincere 
greetings to Comrade Taha Yasin Ramadan, the commander general of the Popular Army, 
whom I, and all the scions of the Iraqi people, have seen bidding farewell and 
saluting the spirit of self-sacrifice among the fighting men in the Popular Army 
forces as they head toward the theater of our national struggle. This initiative 
on the part of the commander general of the Popular Army has national significance 
in giving confidence, determination and administrative and combat support to there 
forces in our triumphant battle. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL, TRAINING ASPECTS OF PEOPLE'S ARMY REVIEWED 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81, pp 74-77 
/Article: "The Popular Army and the Formula for Preparing an Armed Populace"'/ 


/Text/ The 17-30 July revolution, in its policy, platforms and achievements in all 
political, economic, social and military fields and activities, has expressed the 
self-renewing, forward-surging spirit of the Ba'th, drawing aid from its genuine, 
bright principles and ideas in order to permit the genius of the people to burst 
forth and to allow their creative, innovative powers to rise up, as a firm, solid 
basis for establishing the revolutionary Arab experiment and for placing the home- 
land on its historic course, which will lead to the attainment of its unity and 
freedom and to the building of its social and cultural progress in the context of 
a united socialist democratic society. 





Every revolutionary achievement and experiment which has occurred on the soil of 
Iraq in the context of the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party and its unique historic 
leadership, as a process which is integrated and interlinked with the overall 
revolutionary process, has forged its special, independent way, remote from tradi- 
tional patterns and forms or dependence on the repetition and mechanical copying of 
certain analogous experiments elsewhere in the world. 


The experiment of the Popular Army was born on 8 February 1970 in the context of the 
consolidation and deepening of the doctrine of a revolutionary realism based on in- 
censifying continued live interaction and interconnection between revolutionary 
theory and tangible reality, in its static and dynamic states. For this experiment, 
the command of the party and the revolution arranged all the requisites for success 
and continued development, proceeding from the sound premise of mobilizing the peo- 
ple and training them to use arms and be equipped with military arts and sciences 
as a basis for the nurturing of strong people who are able to bear their responsi- 
bilities and perform their duties, foremost of which is defense of the homeland and 
its sovereignty, confrontation with major challenges, and crushing of the Zionist 
and imperialist forces and foreign designs in general. 


A Strategic View and Comprehensive Planning 


For this reason, the experiment of establishing the Popular Army has been distin- 
guished by emphasis upon strategic theory and comprehensive planning in a manner 
guaranteeing that this armed mass organization will be based on firm foundations 
which are harmonious and compatible with the qualitative and quantitative goals 
that have been set forth and specified. 











The living, innovative application of the platform of revolutionary realism, as 
drawn up by the command of the party and revoiution, has kept the experience of 
building the Popular Army from falling under the influence of temporary factors or 
requirements or sudden needs which would have the effect of influencing its struc- 
ture and the way it is regarded or even definition of the general context of the 
experiment over the long term. Th2refore, the course of the past years has wit- 
nessed a programmatic performance which is steadily rounding out the ingredients 
and requirements for preparing, training and arming the members of the Popular Army, 
strengthening its organization, and raising its capabilities for mobilization and 
combat so that it can truly be, as the command has wished it to be, a strong backup 
for our great army, performing its historic role and effectively participating in 
our domestic and national struggles. 


In the course of the past 8 years, the command has provided all the necessary ele- 
ments for the establishment of the Popular Amny, its attainment of a high level of 
technicai competence and the optimum grasp of combat arts within the limits of the 
missions spelled out for it, as well as furnishing it with political, intellectual 
and ideological preparation, on grounds that that is the progressive condition that 
truthfully expresses the movement and the aspirations of the masses and the vast 
field which absorbs the masses’ capabilities and innovative resources in the field 
of defending the security of the nation and the revolution and preserving the peo- 
ples’ gains from the presumptious acts and conspiraci:s of the imperialist and 
Zionist enemies and everyone who has designs on our land and waters and displays 
enmity toward our motherland. 


What also imparts significance to the experiment of building the Popular Army is the 
fact that it is totally removed from any forms of provocation or barren display 
which are the characteristics of isolated regimes that try to demonstrate their 
power and ability for one purpose, which is to terrorize their people by making 
themselves appear to be powers based on an armed mass force. 


Since the first days of the ferocious struggle of Saddam Husayn's Qadisiyah, the 
just war that Iraq, strong through its army and its people, under the historic 
unique command of the hero of national liberation, Saddam Husayn, and the great 
continuous triumphs against the aggression of the racist Persian clique, is waging, 
has proved the validity and the success of the unique, distinctive revolutionary 
experiment in the realm of establishing a Popular Army based on effective active 
participation. The detachments of the Popular Army have poured forth to the front 
like floods in order to perform their duties as a powerful backup for our intrepid 
army, prote:ting its rear lines, eliminating every attempt by the enemy to encircle 
our combat sectors or disrupt their supply lines through their crushing firepower, 
and also participating in repelling the enemy's forces in the air and protecting 
Iraq's airspace and combat theaters, in addition to other duties and missions in the 
context of protecting internal security and helping and guiding citizens to ensure 
their safety from air raids, 


The Popular Army: the Formula for an Armed Populace 
In the face of the clear strategic theory and revolutionary view of the volume and 


nature of the severe challenges and dangers facing our domestic and national strug- 
gle and the permanent preparations for embarking on historic battles with various 
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enemies and schemers which the great liberationist goals of the Arab nation require, 
it has been necessary for the great 17-30 July revolution, in building a strong, 
coherent base for the nationwide struggle within the Arab nation, to provide real 
opportunities for the masses' movement to perform its historic role and responsibil- 
ity in all its dimensions in order to achieve the motherland's great goals of unity, 
freedom and socialism. 


Therefore, the Popular Army format has been a progressive condition and general 
framework for encompassing the movement of the masses and turning the people into 
an armed force capable of confronting every form of challenge and danger and re- 
pelling aggression under decisive conditions for wresting victory from the enemies 
by the force of a powerful ideological army and an armed people prepared to enter 
battles at a continuous rate of combat which is not interrupted or cut off at 
specific points--as has been the case whenever regimes that are isolated from their 
people or have not provided the movement of the masses with real opportunities have 
tried to confront and defeat the Zionist usurpationist aggression. 


This is the experience of revolutionary unionist Iraq. Through tangible activity 
in the field of combat, it is underlining the validity of its program and its prac- 
tice. This is the historic, unique bold command of Iraq, which is offering a pion- 
eering, distinctive model for the whole nation, not just through abstract slogans 
in the theoretical context, but on a basis of attainment of a progressive state of 
unity of revolutionary theory and innovative, creative practical application. This 
has led to the attainment of brilliant victories against an arrogant racist enemy 
which possesses the geatest arsenal of developed American weapons in the region and 
was, in the opinion of specialized international institutes, considered to be the 
fifth biggest military power, after the major countries. 


Conscious efforts to construct the Popular Army based on principles and comprehen- 
sive strategic planning have been, and remain, the firm basis for putting the 
revolutionary mass movement on its sound historic course, that is, for guaranteeing 
this movement the opportunities to continue and endure, starting with its first 
stages of spreading political, intellectual and organizational awareness and launch- 
ing the necessary mobilization about tentative and strategic goals and missions and 
actual practice on various levels gradually ascending to the highest stage of in- 
centive and readiness to fight the enemy with weapons to the point of martyrdom. 
This is what the experience of the Arab Socialist Ba‘'th Party has witnessed on the 
stage of the fragi nation where continued political, intellectual and organization- 
al activity and combative revolutionary education have resulted in the establish- 
ment of a progressive condition and a high rate of resurgence and combat readiness 
on the part of the entire Iraqi people for the sake of attaining victory. This has 
actually taken place in the first stage of our noble holy war against the racist 
Persian aggressors and the continued preservation and maintenance of the spirit of 
victory by raising the fighting spirit and the degree of readiness to exert effort 
and sacrifice. 


The Enrichment and Development of the Popular Army Experiment 
The period of the sacred war which our great army and brave people have been waging 


against the aggression by Khomeyni‘'s wayward, defeated clique and the requirements 
raised by the need to inflict a comprehensive defeat on the racist Persian enemy 











and compel him to grant our rights and our full sovereignty over our land and waters 
have provided a historic opportunity for enriching and developing the Popular Army 
experiment and realizing a desired quantum leap toward the completion of its struc- 
turai base and the raising of the degree of its skill in grasping weaponry, attain- 
ing competence in military sciences and raising its combat capability so that it 

can truly be able not just to perform its missions at a high level within the coun- 
try's borders but also to perform its historic role alongside our armed forces 
wherever wars of dignity and honor demand they be. 


Real conditions during the Iraqi-Iranian war have demonstrated that it is possible 
to raise and upgrade the powers and resources of the Popular Army at rapid, high 
rates and to develop its role on the battlefront so that it can truly be the power- 
ful reserve of our brave army by aiding it with all the factors and methods which 
can result in strengthening and deepening the victory to its maximum limits. One 
can say now that more than 5 months have passed since the Persian aggression against 
Iraq, that the Popular Army, in the course of its actual performance of mlti- 
faceted combat duties and missions, has managed to reach an advanced stage along 
the road to completion of the formla spelled out for it in circumstances of war. 
In addition, one cannot consider this advanced stage the point where one must stop 
or a final station; every quantitative and qualitative development connected to the 
missions that have been spelled out for the Popular Army is from the scientific 
Standpoint matched by a change in its structural, mobilizational and fighting 
foundation and method of armament in a manner that enables continuously to carry 
out at a high level of fighting combat performance the goals and missions which the 
command of the party and the revolution have drawn up. 


Thus the experiment of the Popular Army in the country of Iraq has been kept free 
from traditional, familiar frameworks which ordinarily provide the basis for armed 
popular organizations, which are known as "militia,"' in order to protect regimes 
and perform internal security tasks. Therefore a balanced state between the goals 
set forth and spelled out for the format for a armed populace and the organization- 
al structure, fighting capability and volume and type of armament, has been attain- 
ed and as a result it has become possible to assimilate and employ the powers of 
the whole people in the battle for sovereignty, dignity, defense of the nation's 
domain and the gains and achievements of the revolution, to provide the requisites 
for victory, and to crush the evil forces that are standing in the way of develop- 
ment, prosperity and welfare of our revolutionary society. 


Our vicious war against the arrogant, impudent racist Persian enemy has proved that 
an organized, armed people are an inexhaustible combative fighting store and that 
the sacrifices which express the spirit of resistance among the people and combat 
readiness in the field of direct fighting, which are represented by a state of con- 
stant outpouring to support the front with a flood of brave fighting men who be- 
lieve in the goals of their revolution and the glory and dignity of their people, 
create in vitable triumph, however great the sacrifices might be, because this kind 
of resistance, which is based on an enduring spirit of combat and on escalating the 
spirit with the passage of time in accordance with a program which is based on per- 
severance, will place the racist Persian enemy, or any enemy of the motherland, 
under the hammer of our heroic ideological army as a basic striking destructive 
force and the hammer of an armed people who continue the striking and smashing 
process while the defeated enemy is not granted an opportunity to catch his breath 
or gather his fragmented forces. 

















Thus the command of the party and the revolution have put the Popular Army experi- 
ment on its sound historic course, drawing out the formulas which most express the 
spirit and glorious heritage of the motherland in a framework which is consonant 
and compatible with the spirit of the age, scientific development and the great 
development which military and combat arts and sciences have witnessed, giving the 
movement of the masses its full dimensions and revolutionary import without circum- 


scribing their movement or standing within limits which might alienate the people 
from their major causes and goals. 
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IRAQ 


POPULAR ARMY TRAINING PROCEDURES REVIEWED 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AIL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 169-174 
/Arcicle: "A Day in the Life of a General Training Camp'"'/ 


/Text/ They begin their day in the general training camp at dawn, arising from 
sleep early as the hands of the clock creep toward 0500 hours in the morning. They 
put on their uniforms in order to be ready in half an hour or less to take the 
first breakfast before readying themselves for roll call which takes place at 0600 
hours in the morning; then they go to the first drill in the daily schedule of 
their camp. 


They are 700 fighting men from the al-Khalidiyah sector of the Popular Army's al- 
Anbar area command. They have spent 14 days in the general training camp, which 
ended with a drill given the name “torch of freedom’ carricd out by a number of 
fighting men in this sector who are participating in the camp. 


Combat Exercise 


The fighting comrades have presented a splendid picture of combat through their 
exercises in this camp and their successful performance of the Torch of Freedom 
drill. 


In the course of it, they have reflected a spirit of high discipline and have all 
shown their enthusiasm and urge to take part in the camp's sessions and programs, 
as proof of their zeal and eagerness for such drills which strengthen the confi- 
dence in their spirits, increase their powers and make them stronger and better 
qualified to bear their mission and perform what is requested of them. 


The comrade commander of the Popular Army's al-Anbar region gave us an idea of the 
establishment of the camp. He said "The ai-Khalidiyah sector of the Popular Army 
in our area was assigned to go to a general training camp which would end with the 
Torch of Freedom drill. This was to carry out the Popular Army general command's 
annual plan, through the directives which the comrade general commander emphasized 
in the previous conferences of commanders of the regions and staff officers. This 
calls for assigning a number of sectors in the regional commands to go to general 
training camps so that military training may be provided for the fighting men 
participating in them and it will be possible to learn about their ability to per- 
form the missions they are assigned from close at hand, since they constitute the 
force and the strong reserve of our armed forces." 
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Morning Lectures and Practical Applications 


At tnis point the region commander concluded his talk about the notion of estab- 
lishing the camps so that we ourselves could carry on with the day's tour with the 
fighting men taking part in the camp, which was established in April 1980. We 
learned that following roll call, which takes place at 0600 hour in the morning, 
the fighting men, after finishing taking their breakfast, head for the morning 
period lectures, which last until 1100 hours in the morning. Most of these lec- 
tures deal with engineering matters related to the combatants’ duties. There are 
field engineering, techniques of laying mines, ways of setting ambushes, and ways 
of carrying out patrols to raid the enemy's areas and equipment. As soon as the 
hour strikes 1100, the time comes to take the second breakfast, after which the 
fighting men go to the next roll call, followed by a period of practical drills on 
the subjects the comrades have studied in the morning lectures. 


Their practical exercises continue until 1400 hours in the afternoon, when they go 
off to eat lunch before retiring to get a little rest until 1600 hours in the 
afternoon, when the late afternoon roll call is taken. After that, the fighting 
men spread out over the playing fields and sporting grounds to engage in various 
sports according to their individual interests. 


The Late Afternoon Period 


At 1900 hours in the evening, it is time to lower the flag and have dinner, after 
which the evening period commences. This is considered a period of acculturation 
and recreation. The fighting men pass their time watching a movie, which is usual- 
ly documentary, military or social. At 2100 hours everyone goes to sleep to pre- 
pare to greet the new day in the camp. The fighting men continue to pursue this 
general daily program for a period of 7 days, the first week in the camp session 
period. In the second week some changes occur in the program. 


Nhat happens? 
Consecration of the Drill 


We can say that the latter 7 days of the camp are almost a consecration of the 
practical con*inuous drill related to the Torch of Freedom exercises, aimed at 
making the driil assume proper form. The fighting men start their day at 0600 
hours in the morning. Instead of going through exercises in theoretical lectures 
and applying what they learn in the camp, we find them meeting there so trucks can 
teke them to the area where the exercise takes place, on the banks of al-Habbaniyah 
Lake, where they start to apply the sections and details of the exercise in accord- 
ance with the plan set out for that. They use boats to cross the lake and carry 
out the subsequent steps by Laying mines in the enemy tank positions, dealing with 
enemy guard stations and setting up ambushes to prevent the enemy's auxiliary ser- 
vices from arriving or advancing, along with other details related to the drill. 


At 1100 nours in the morning, the fighting men stop their work and head back to 
the camp to take breakfast and get some rest. At 1400 hours in the afternoon they 
return to the practical exercises with the goal of reapplying the exercise in the 











light of new adjustments or additions or in order to eliminate some shortcomings or 
errors which occurred in the execution of the drill in the morning period, if there 
were any. This continues until the time comes to set out for camp to carry out the 
evening roll and take dinner, then attend the evening presentation. 


Pleasant Days 


Thus pass the days in the camps. However, the memory of these days remains deep- 
rooted in the minds of the fighting men participating in them; in spite of the 
many diverse drills they involve,they remain memories of pleasant life and are 
deeply rooted in their minds because they add much io the other activities they 
have learned concerning the Popular Army and the development of comradely spirit, 
mutual understanding, harmony, affection, enthusiasm, self-sacrifice, the accuisi- 
tion of knowledge, the reacquisition of knowledge, sacrifice, self-negation and 
other revolutionary values and traditions in which the Popular Army has become ac- 
customed to rear its fighting men. 


In Their Movements the Fighting Men Embody a Living Picture of Combantants 
The clock strikes 0500 hours. 
It announces the break of dawn. 


As it strikes 0500 hours, people start to get up. Movement pervades the various 
areas of the barracks. People prepare to greet their new day. In half an hour or 
less they must be ready to take their first breakfast before readying themselves 
for the roll call, which takes place at 0600 hours in the morning. Then they head 
for the first drill in their camp's daily program. 


In this manner, they start their day. They are a group of young fighting men in 
the Popular Army, in one of their training camps. In this camp, which contains 
about 700 fighting men, we convey the picture of a single day of training and the 
manner in which the fighting staffs of our young mer who have enlisted in the ranks 
of the Popular Army to attain a physical and mental readiness to fight and absorb 
all facets of combat life and ways of using weapons of all types are prepared and 
trained, 


In this camp, which is considered one of the preliminary training camps, being 
followed by others prior to actual participation in combat, we live for hours with 
young people who have come armed with belief and faith in order to be given the 
honor of participating in the just struggle which our fighting country is waging 
against the Persian enemy, as their colleagues who are standing today alongside 
our heroic army on the ground of the heroic battle to defend the truth have taken 
it before chem. 


In this camp, which goes on for 2 weeks, the participants, as well as bearing and 
using arms, learn self-control and respect for instructions and the performance of 
duties, 


The comrades and fighting men experienced a splendid form of combat through their 
drill in this camp and their successful execution of combat drills. Through this 
spirit of discipline, they reflected their feelings and urge to take part in the 
camp's sessions and programs, and this is proof of their zeal and enthusiasm for 














such drills, which strengthen self-confidence, increase their abilities and make 
them stronger and competent to bear their mission and carry out what is demanded 
of them. The comrade camp commander asserted to us that this camp was established 
in execution of the Popular Army general command's plan through the directives 
whic! the comrade commander general laid out in the previous conferences of region- 
al commands and staff officers, calling for the assignment of a number of regional 
command sectors to enter the general training camps with the goal of preparing the 
fighting men taking part in them militarily and ascertaining from close at hand 
their ability to perform the tasks assigned to them, on grounds that they consti- 
cute che force and the firm reserve of our armed forces, as we see them in al- 
Muhammaran and Qasr-e Shirin and alongside our armed forces on all battiefronts. 


We then continue today's tour with the fighting men who are enrolled in the cam. 
After the end of the roll which takes place at 0600 hours in the morning, after 
they have tinished taking their breakfast, they go to the morning session lectures, 
which continue until 1100 hours in the morning. Most of these lectures deal with 
engineering subjects connected with the fighting men's duties. There are field 
engineering, methods of Laying mines, methods for setting ambushes, methods of 
carrying out raid patrols against the enemy's locations and equipment, and other 
subjects concerned with military and war preparations. 


“What will we see after that?" we asked the comrade camp commander. He said, 


"The clock is now pointing to 1100 hours. This is the time for the second break- 
fast, after which the fighting men come for the second roll call. Don't you want 
to participate with the fighting comrades in this meal of theirs?" 


We sat down with the young comrades who came bearing the love to carry out every 
order. Through their conversations, we heard news of the fighting. One person 
said, "Until the time comes to join the battlefrorts.’"’ Another comrade interrupted 
him to mention to him that there another camp was vaiting for him before this de- 
sire of his would be realized. At this point the comrade commander of the camp in- 
terrupted to reassure everyone: 


"With God's help, you will complete this camp successfully and will join other 
sessions, The important thing is that you have comrades at the front who are 
standing with your parent army in the theater of war, and every day you all hear 

of the victorics that the soldiers of truth, the soldiers of Saddam's Qadisiyah, 

are realizing.'' With their pleasant conversation, we heard the sound of the whistle 
ennouncing again that this time has ended, the time of the second breakfast. Every- 
one stood up again in preparation for the following session, which was the second 
roll ecail. Directly after that, the fighting men distributed themselves among 
oractical drills on what the comrades were taught in the morning lectures, and here 
the commanders of the detachments assumed the task of distributing the fighting men 
im accordance with their field of specialization. One group went off with its 
commander to train in methods of setting up and working ambushes and another group 
set out to other areas of the field and started to train in methods of laying mines 
in remote areas and returning rapidly to their positions. There was continuous 
activity in areas remote from the training field. Everyone was standing before his 
commander, hearing the advice and corrections of the mistakes which some of them 
might have made in the course of actual training. 











The training continued and we ourselves continued to participate with them by ob- 
serving. The hours passed, the harsh training ended and the young people went back 
again to the general complex. It was the lunch period and new movement started at 
the base; there is a rule which says, "Serve yourself by yourself."' A group of 
people went for food while others prepared places, and we received another invita- 
tion to take part in this meal with them. This time we excused ourselves, wishing 
them a good meal, so that we could complete the job which we had come to carry out 
by ourselves, while the commander of the camp went about with us, talking to us 
about the other activities of the day. From him I learned that after finishing 
taking their lunch, the fighting men went off to get a little rest and this period 
lasted until 1600 hours in the afternoon, when the evening roll resumed. After 
that, the fighting men spread out over the playgrounds and sporting areas to engage 
in various games according to their individual interests. 


At 1900 hours in the evening the period of lowering the flag started, followed by 
the dinner. After that the evening period started; this is an acculturation period 
when the fighting men spend their time listening to some guidance and important 
subjects that have been raised. They also sometimes watch movies, which are gen- 
erally documentary or war films. 


By this time the day's schedule has ended and at 2100 hours sharp the fighting men 
must all go to their quarter to s.eep, to prepare to greet the new day in the camp. 
The fighting men continue to go through roughly this daily program for 7 days, which 
is the first week of the camp session. 


What, however, happens the following week? 


We «an say that the latter 7 days of the camp are almost a consecration of the 
practical exercises and are aimed at presenting the drills in proper form (this is 
the comrade camp commander talking). The fighting men start their day at 0600 hours 
in the morning bui instead of going through drill in theoretical lectures and ap- 
plying the lectures inside the camp ve find them gathering in the camp then being 
taken by truck to the areas where the exercises take place. There they start ap- 
plying the exercise periods in accordance with the specified plan. They use boats 
to cross the water areas, carry out successive steps to Lay mines in the area of 

the enemy tanks, treat the guard posts of the enemy, and set up ambushes to prevent 
the arrival or advance of the enemy's auxiliaries. At 1100 hours in the morning 

the fighting men stop working and go back to the camp to take breakfast and get some 
rest. At 1400 hours in the afternoon they return to the practical drills to reapply 
the exercises in the Light of new modifications or additions or in order to elimin- 
ate some of the shortcomings or mistakes that accompanied the execution of the drill 
in the morning period, if any mistakes occurred. Then follow the rest of the per- 
iods which we have mentioned. 


Thus end ihe days of the first camp. However, its memories do not end, as far as 
the fighting men are concerned. When this camp ends, the fighting men's zeal 
starts to increase while they await their actual participation in the battle of 
honor, as their heroic comrades who are fighting in a single rank with our heroic 
armor in the battlefronts participated before them. They are immortd pages in the 
hiscory of the fighting men of the Popular Army. 
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IRAQ 


ROLE OF WOMEN IN POPULAR FORCES REVIEWED 


Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 183-5 


/Article: "Fighting Women in the Popular Army Prepare Food for the Fighting Men"/ 


/Texc/ In the Basrah sector of the Popular Army, you stand before one of the promi- 
nent characteristics of the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah. It manifests a fact 
which nas become obvious, the fact that Saddam's Qadisiyah and the brilliant vic- 
tory our brave progressive forces have realized is everyone's battle, and all the 
Iraqi people have participated and are participating in it. In a base on the sec- 
tor, more than 120 Popular Army fighting women are absorbed in preparing meais for 
1,200 fighting men from the Popular Army at one of the battlefronts. 


You are engulfed in overflowing joy at the picture of the hands filled with loyalty 
and pride as they busily prepare food for the fighting men, truthfully expressing 
the [Iraqi women's warm interaction with the bactle in an Arab sp.rit of generosity, 
heroism, conscience and firm will, strengthened by the proof which emphasizes that 
our war against the usurper Fersian enemy is the war of values and convictions, 
because the restoration of land and rights is certain, fixed and firm in the con- 
science of every male and femal: Iraqi. Proceeding from this premise, there is no 
citizen outside the environment of the war, and everyone in his position is at the 
service of the battle. 


This firmament of fighting women, including working women, housewives, office 
workers and raisers of families, reflects in their eyes the bitter clashes of 
heroism and bravery which their brothers are dominating on the battlefronts. In 
this location, they embody the meanings of generosity, spirit and heroism in the 
battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah. You are prompted by a desire to be close to these 
feelings, by which life is transformed into palpable values which prove to the 
wnole wotld that we are a nation that embraces the sun and greets eternal life. 


ae Feel Pride and Participate in This Honor 


At the beginning we spoke with the fighting woman Layla Jalal Salih (mother of 
four, the oldest of whom is a university student). She said, "At the beginning of 
the war the racist Persian enemy imposed upon us, I volunteered for the ranks of 
the Popular Army. I feel pride as I participate with my fighting sisters in this 
sacred duty which is an honor to us all, and we promise the leadership of the 
party and the revolution, headed by the hero of national liberation, the fighting 
man Saddam Husayn, that we will be soldiers loyal to our lofty principles, our 











lofty principles, our glorious Arab nation and the spirits of their innocent martyrs 
until total liberation. 


Sharing these sentiments with her was the fighting woman Widad ‘Abbud ‘Ilwan, em- 
ployee in the workshop of the governorate's Education Department. More than 3 
years have elapsed since she enrolled in the popular Army, and she says, "The 
period J] have spent in the Popular Army has given me expertise which has enabled 
me to use weapons and execute the national and domestic missions demanded of me, 
since I was one of the first fighting women to obtain appreciation bonuses for 
training. Today I have the great honor of taking part in the battle of Saddam's 
yadisiyah, which is the battle of Arab conscience against the historic racist 
Persian enemies of the Arab nation, It is the true beginning of the liberation of 
every usurped sliver of the land of Arabhood." 


Total Readiness To Take Part 


The fighting woman Fadilah ‘Abd-al-Razzaq, an office worker, commander of a group 
and head of the Iraq Woman's Federation branch in the al-Thawrah section of the: 
zovernorate, relates "Through my visits to the women's sectors and the families of 
the martyred and the wounded in hospitals, I feel that everyone is totally ready 
to take part in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah, each in his place. 


‘When the blood donation campaigns take place, we see everyone racing to give 
vlood, expressing a solidarity of destiny between the people and its armed forces 
and their absolute readiness to exert themselves and make sacrifices, out of their 
belief that our brilliant victories against the racist Persian enemy on the eastern 
wing of the motherland represents the proper way to liberate all Arab soil and 
cause the plans aimed at imposing capitulationist solutions on the Arab nation to 
fail.” 


She adds, "Everything ve are offering for our just struggle against the Persian 
ageressors, such as this task (preparing food for the fighting men), is only minor 
compared with the heroic solidarity of which every sincere, proud Arab may boast 
and which Saddam Husayn's troops are commanding on the fighting fronts. I am 

proud and happy to have four brothers on the battlefronts taking part in the battle 
of honor and dignity to defend the nation's land, glory and sovereignty, in addi- 
tion to my elderly father who also has volunteered to take part in the battle of 
Saddam's Qadisiyah." 


I Aspire To Bear Arms 


Among the fighting women who volunteered for the ranks of the Popular Army from 
the first moments of our war with the Persian enemy was the fighting woman Izhar 
Muharmad Bashir, an office worker. She says ''The decisive response to the ag- 
2ressive intentions and expansionist designs of Khomeyni's clique, declared by 

the historic leadership headed by the hero of national liberation, the fighting 
man Saddam Husayn, which is to regain our usurped legitimate rights to our land 
and waters, has prompted the members of the populace to surge forward as one man 
to support and back the hosts of our heroic army by enlisting in the Popular Arny, 
the civil defense formations and so forth. I feel pride and glory over my humble 











contribution in support of the battle. I yearn for the moments when I will bear 
arms alongside my brother combatants on the battlefronts,." 


She adds, ‘''The great victories which Saddam Husayn's troops have achieved against 
the racist Persian enemy have proved the Iraqi fighter's ability, strength and 
faith in wresting usurped rights from the hands of the aggressors. That is what 
every Arab who takes pride in his soil and the sacred nature of his country boasts 
of.” 


Meanvhile, the fighting woman Rasmiyah ‘Abd-al-Samad, an overseer in Rawdat al- 
Shamukh, expresses her hope of going to the front, bearing arms against the Persian 
aggressors and compelling them to recognize our legitimate rights to our land and 
territorial waters, which all international laws, legislation and agreements have 
endorsed. The morrow is near to the eye, as long as we are in the right. 


She adds that giving women the opportunity to take part in the battle of Saddam's 
Qadisiyah is to be considered a badge of glory and honor for them in taking their 
honorable place alongside their brothers in defending the sovereignty and dignity 
of the nation from the wiles of the Persian aggressors and schemers. 


In Lieht of the Victories 


we found the sar feeling with the fighting woman Nida’ ‘Abd-al-Husayn, a working 
woman in the Gene. Oil and Gas Products Agency. She says, “In spite of my family 
concerns as a mother with a small child, I feel happy to be taking part with my 
ficshting sisters in preparing meals for the fighting men, out of my belief that the 
battle our heroic army is waging under the leadership of the knight of the nation, 
Staif Gen Saddam Husayn, is a guarantee for the future and the happiness of our 
children, so that they may live a life of glory, honor and sovereignty in light of 
the clorious victories which have raised the reputation of Iraq and the Arab nation. 
amon? nations and peoples." 


The fighting woman Fakhriyah Ibrahim Taha, an employee in the Administrative Center 
of gasrah Governorate, described our heroic army's successive victories against the 
recist Persian enemy as having breathed the dawn of hope into the spirits of people 
in the Arab nation that every usurped sliver, especially in the land of Palestine, 
would be Liberated, and is to be considered a slap in the face of slackers like 
Hafiz al-Asad, al-Qadhdhafi and the heroes of fraudulent slogans. 
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ROLE OF PEASANTS AS POPULAR ARMY COMPONENT REVIEWED 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 200-203 
/article: The Peasants of Iraq, from the Field to the Battle"'/ 


/Text/ Tomorrow, when military analysts, political observers and intellectuals set 
the results of the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah before themselves in order to 
analyze it and draw the lessons, meanings and added values which the war has under- 
lined in the context of Iraqi society first of all and secondly in its reflections 
on the general Arab cause, there are many phenomenon which they will look at at 
length. Among the most prominent of these, and the one which stimulates the most 
discussion, perhaps, is the subject of actual participation in the battlefronts. 
It is well known that when various countries in the world embark on a war, they 
wage it by means of the army, which is prepared, trained and armed for such miss- 
ions. In the same context, they seek to mobilize the inte.nal front, which in 
general is relatively remote from the arena of combat and whose task is restricted 
to attempts to create natural circumstances, as far as is possible in the light of 
an unnatural circumstance such as war. 


That is to say, there is a traditional division between the missions of the army, 
whose function is confined to waging war at the battlefront, and the staffs of the 
domestic front, whose missions and duties do not go beyond the official boundaries 
of their country, which is in a state of war.” 


This is a well known fact in the history of most, if not all, wars. However, a 

new, recently ‘nnovated development, which has come to prominence in our war with 
the Persian enemy, is the brilliant majestic merger of the two fronts--the front in 
which a powerful, strong, triumphant army is fighting, and the domestic front, whose 
missions have not been confined to the creation of domestic natural circumstances 
but have gone beyond that to turn it into a fighting front. 


In our just war, therefore, there is one front, and that is the battlefront, both 
domestically and outside the country. There is no doubt that the most conspicuous 
symbol of che domestic front, if one may use the expression, is the Popular Army, 
which has most splendidly embodied this fact. In our setting, the Popular Army has 
added a new notion or principle to those of popular militias, breaking up the tra- 
ditional notion of the missions of popular militias, which in general, as we have 
pointed out, are restricted to protection of the domestic front, innovating a new 
concept of participating with our heroic army in its war against the Persian clique 
that is hanging from the necks of the Iranian peoples. 























Since the peasants have borne the main share of the fighting and sacrifices of our 
heroic army, as First Staff Lt Gen ‘Adnan Khayrallah, the deputy commander general 
of the armed forces and minister of defense, said in his conversation with the news- 
paper SAWT AL-FALLAH on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of our heroic army, 

the peasants also constitute the main share of the formations of the Popular Army, 
as the comrade general commander of the Popular Army said in a previous interview 
with SAWT AL-FARAH /sic/. 


This enlarged investigation is making a tour of the minds, feelings and emotions 
of a number of peasant organization leaders and peasants who have performed their 
combat missions in the Popular Army at the same time they were performing their 
missions in the ranks of the peasant masses, in order to increase output and cope 
with che requirements of the coming stage. 


Perhaps the closest of the questions which go about in one's mind is the one re- 
lated to the extent of the peasants’ participation in the Popular Army formations 
and its reflection on the level, volume and quality of the Popular Army's contribu- 
tion to the battlefronts. 


Comrade ‘Abd ‘Awn al-Dahsh, member of the Executive Bureau of the General Federation 
of Agricultural Cooperative Societies, says, 


"This broad mass desire on the part of peasants to join the Popular Army formations 
ard consequently to participate in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah which our army 
and people are waging against the Persian enemy who has usurped our land and water 
under unnatural conditions was not a surprise to us. 


"Now that the hour has come to rise up and take a decision, it has been necessary 
to take a firm decision to regain every sliver of land which the Persians have 
usurped, as the president and commander, the hero of national liberation, Staff Gen 
Saddam Husayn, has said.” 


The comrade and combatant ‘Abd ‘Awn Dahsh adds, "This just war has added a brilliant 
page to the record of our heroic army and it has strengthened the combative solidar- 
ity among the various segments of the people. This has become clear through the 
level, size and quality of the mass participation in the war outside the context of 
the regular army.” 


Comrade Hadi Jaythum, member of the Executive Bureau of the General Federation of 
Agricultural Cooperative Societies, said, 


"The participation of our peasant masses in our battle against the Persian enemy 

has manifested itself in two basic respects: actual participation in the battle- 
fronts through the Popular Army formations and increased production and improve- 

ment of quality, because this factor is one of the basic aspects which result in 

preserving the spirit of victory. 


"We have triumphed in the most noble of battles of liberation against the racist 
Persians, and by entering onto the arena of honor and dignity we have truly taught 
an eloquent lesson on the defense of our Arab motherland. The victories that have 
been achieved under the leadership of our fighting commander Saddam Husayn have 
liberated the Arab people from colonial hegemony." 











Comrade Khalil Jawad Kazim, member of the Executive Bureau of the General Federa- 
tion of Agricultural Cooperative Societies, says, 


"The most conspicuous thing a person observes in this stage is the conscious zeal 
on tne part of our peasant masses, who are demonstrating their full readiness to 
carry out all the missions and duties laid upon their shoulders. This has become 
clearly obvious through the peasant masses' participation in the Popular Army and 
their effective contribution to protecting and securing the domestic front, then 
bearing arms and going beyond international borders to fight the Persian enemy in 
the depths of his territory." 


Comrade Yahya ‘Abdailah, chairman of the Baghdad Federation, said, 


"The Popular Army started out in the villages and rural areas first of all. There- 
fore most of its formations consist of toilers, especially peasant toilers. Since 
people's true intentions are measured during the difficult tests society and the 
nation pass through, the level of our peasants’ participation, through the Popular 
Army formations and the people going to the battlefront, has manifested itself in 
its most splendid forms, giving a surging mass thrust to the battle of Saddam's 
Qadisiyah." 


Comrade Wadhih Zabun, head of the Wasit Federation, says, 


“The Popular Army command has provided our peasant masses with every possible op- 
portunity to participate in the Popular Army formations and consequently the honor 
of participating in our just war against the Persian enemy and the Khomeyni clique 
hanging about the necks of the Iranian peoples. 


"This has manifested itself in the level of training, preparation and armament. 
This has clearly appeared in the battlefronts, in which the Popular Army has taken 
part alongsidz the regular army." 


Comrade Hadi ‘Ubayd, chief of the al-Qadisiyah Federation, which went to the 
battlefront with the Persian enemy, stressed, 


"Our peasant masses have been graced with the care and love of the commander of the 
people and the hero of national liberation, Staff Gen Saddam Husayn, and this has 
been apparent through his constant concern over their conditions, his repeated 
visits to their villages, areas and homes, and his inquiries about the state of 
each of them. This concern has automatically reflected itself in the degree of 

our peasant masses' effective participation in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah, 
since it has stressed this combative solidarity between the command and the masses, 
and there is no longer a traditional division between the two as is the case in 
Other areas of the world." 


Comrade ‘Abd-al-Wahid ‘Abd-al-Sayyid, member of the Basrah Federation, says, 


"The battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah has produced numerous positive results on all 
levels. There is no doubt that the most important and most conspicuous of these 
results is the effective, conscious participation by the various masses and sectors 
of our people in this war. The peasants have had a major share in this area, since 














in addition to the efforts they have made in increasing and improving the quality 
of production they have taken part, with their comrades the fighting men of the 
Popular Army, in protecting and ensuring the safety of the domestic front and thus 
actively participating in the war, since the peasants belonging to the Popular Army 
have taken part in che battlefronts." 


Cemrade Wasil Jabr, chairman of the Maysan Federation, says, 


"We promise the command of the party and the revolution, headed by our triumphant 
leader, the comrade commander Saddam Husayn, that we will remain soldiers loyal to 
our vow and will give up our precious blood for the sake of the soil of the nation 
and good name of the homeland and Saddam's Qadisiyah will remain the title of a 
permanent victory for us and the hope for our brilliant future." 
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ROLE OF KURDS IN WAR WITH IRAN DESCRIBED 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 204-207 


/Article by ‘Umran Rashid: "The Fighting Men of the Autonomous Sector and the ’ 
Battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah''/ 


/Text/ To preserve the spirit of our victory over the usurper Persian enemy, so 
that our victory may continue to embrace the ardor of the revolution led by the 
Arab Socialist Ba'th Party in our fighting country, fathers, sons, workers, white 
collar employees, peasants and shopkeepers from the north of our beloved country 
have come to organize themselves in the general training camp that was established 
in a section of Baghdad to train fighting men from the progressive nationalist and 
pan-Arab parties that had formed a coalition within the autonomous area's Domestic 
and National Progressive Front in the arts of combat and in various types of weapons 
as one of the brilliant portraits of the national and domestic solidarity and unity 
of participation in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah, a brilliant signpost in the 
history of the Arab nation which has come about to defend the national interests 

of the motherland and protect it from foreign influence and designs. 


The Meaning of National Unity 


During your tour of the camp and your meetings with the fighting men, you learn 
about the meanings of national unity as the deepest, truest phenomenon is this 
stage, pulsating with vitality and the flush of heroic solidarity, which Sad. m 
Husayn's soldiers are carrying out on the battlefronts, disparaging death at the 
moment of holy war and danger at the time of attack. 


This fact was expressed by Comrade Walid Khalil al-‘A‘ish, commander of the Popular 
Army's autonomy area sector, who stated "This camp contains fighting comrades from ° 
the progressive domestic and nationalistic parties that have formed coalition with- 
in the framework of the Domestic and National Progressive Front for the purpose of 
taking part in the battle of honor and dignity, the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah. 
The fighting men as a whole embody the principled spirit of loyalty to the front 
through exertion and sacrifice along the road toward implanting national unity in 
defense of the gains of the revolution." 


He added, "The Popular Army's presence throughout the country has enabled it to 
Stay abreast of our triumphant ideological army as it has waged battles of honor 
and dignity against the racist Persian enemy. The Popular Army will remain the 
true aide of our heroic army in all its seminal battles for the sake of the status 














and sovereignty of our Arab homeland. Our war with the racist Persian enemy is the 
war of every sincere member of the populace, with all its human and material powers, 
expeciaily since it is the act of protecting people fortified by faith that has been 
and still is what draws the masses of our people, with the Arabs, Kurds and frater- 
nal minorities among them, to their leadership and commanding party, the Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party; it is the command in which it has placed its faith, through 
its ability to continue the march to attain all its goals of unity, freedom and 
socialism.” 


Defending the Nation's Soil 


Sharing these feelings was Comrade Isma‘il Ibrahim, the assistant commander of the 
sector and nominated member of the Central Committee of the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party, who said, “The relations dominating relations among the comrade fighting 
men are ones in which we all take pride and boast of. They arise from their deep 
belief in the justice of the cause for whose sake they will be fighting on the 
battlefield against Khomeyni's devious clique in order to restore our legitimate 
domestic and national rights to territory and water. This camp embodies the most 
splendid forms of national solidarity in defense of the soil of our precious Iraq, 
our glorious revolution and the gains and accomplishments that have been realized 
for us all through the years of bounty and prosperity which the glorious 17-30 July 
revolution have passed through in its glorious life." 


Comrade Isma‘il Ibrahim asserted, "The masses of our people, under the leadership 
of the hero of national liberation, the fighter Saddam Husayn, have expressed their 
full readiness seriously and effectively to contribute all their resource and power 
and put these into the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah until truth triumphs over false- 
hood. The presence of the fighting men of the commanding Arab Socialist Ba‘th 
Party, the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Kurdistan Revolutionary Party as a 
support reserve backing up our heroic armed forces has changed all the calculations 
of imperialism, reaction and Zionism. This participation on the part of the parties 
to the Domestic and National Progressive Front has given proof of the vlidity of 
the Slogan of the command of the party and the revolution: Iraq is advancing." 


Comrade Murshid Kazim al-Jannabi, staff officer in the sector, asserted "The camp 
acquires particular significance, distinct from other camps, by the fact that it 
includes fighting men from all national parties which have formed a coalition with- 
in the Domestic and National Progressive Front through the bases of the Arab 
Socialist Ba’th Party, the Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Kurdistan Revolution- 
ary Party, in addition to the various segments of our people--Arabs, Kurds and other 
minorities. herefore it represents a miniature picture of the unity of our fight- 
ing people in their resistance to the racist Persian aggression against our legiti- 
mate rights and it continues its training night and day during the training period 
set aside for it so that the fighting men may be prepared powerfully to take part 
in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah." 


The comrade staff officer of the sector vows to the command of the party and revo- 
lution, headed by the hero of national liberation, the fighting man Saddam Husayn, 
that they will remain soldiers loyal to the preservation of every sliver of soil 

_ our beloved country and every drop of water in it: ‘We will continue to march 
rorward to preserve the spirit of victory, seeking the aid of determination and 
wisdom from the guidance of the commander and the principles of the Arab Socialist 
Ba‘th Party and the glorious 17 July revolution." 














The meaning of national unity grows like a flaming torch rising in a dawn forged 
by the concerns of men whose hearts have been filled with faith, sincerity and 
self-abnegation in sacrifice to the country and its glory and dignity. The fight- 
ing man Isma'il ‘Abdallah Khamis and his son Ra'd stand proudly on the territory 
of the camp, both of them insistent and eager to head toward the battlefield and 
fight the enemy. 


They assert ‘The battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah has restored dignity, honor and land 
usurped by the racist Persian enemy to the Arab homeland; our heroic army is waging 
today on assignment from the people in the country and the Arab nation. We are 
always prepared to sacrifice and deny ourselves in defense of our territory and 
water," 


At this national wedding, the comrade fighting man Muhammad Hamzah Rashid, comman- 
der of the al-Maghawir base, stated "Saddam Husayn's soldiers have achieved the 
most splendid of victories against the racist Persian enemy in a new historic 
bloody struggle in which the spirit of self-denial and sacrifice for the sake of 
the soil of the beloved nation has manifested itself and in which the heroism of 
our immortal forefathers has been embodied." 


He added, "We, as fighting men in the Popular Army, the strong support for our 
heroic armed forces, are standing in utmost readiness to perform our role of head- 
ing for the battlefronts to defend the eastern wing of the Arab nation so that the 
racist Persian enemy will bow down and acknowledge our legitimate rights to our 
land and cerritorial waters." 


He is joined in these sentiments by the comrade fighting man Rashid Ahmad al- ‘Abbas, 
commander of the support base, who said, "It is a great honor for me to have been 
given the opportunity to take part in the battle of dignity and honor, the battle 
of Saddam's Qadisiyah against the racist Persians, at a time when I am repeating 
the vow of self-denial and sacrifice for the sake of the country and the homeland, 
so that we may seize our legitimate rights to our land and waters. I offer the 
president and fighting commander Saddam Husayn, the hero of national liberation, 

the loftiest of verses of love and layalty, and we will remain faithful to our 
vow.” 


The comrade fighting man 'Abd-al-Karim Hadi al-Rabi'i, commander of Base Two, 
promises the leadership of the party and the revolution, headed by Commander 
Saddam Husayn, that he will exert greater self-sacrifice and effort until total 
victory is attained in the restoration of our usurped rights from the hands of the 
racist Persians. 


The Heads of the Iraqis and Arabs Are Raised 


The commrude fighting man Tahir Hasan Salman, commander of Group One in Base Five, 
states, ‘Proceeding from seminal solidarity, constant sacrifices by the party and 
the revolution, and layalty to the nation’s soil, we offer our lives as a sacrifice 
in defending the glory and dignity of our nation against the deceit of the Persian 
aggressors in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiya which has raised the heads of the 
Iraqis and all Arabs high." 

















The comrade and fighting man Ra‘'d ‘Abdallah Mukhlif, commander of Group Four in 

the support base, declares "The battle which the country of Iraq is waging, with 

its Arabs and Kurds and all its national political parties, allied in the context 

vf the Domestic and National Progressive Front, under the leadership of the hero 

of national liberation, the fighting man Saddam Husayn, by delegation from the 

Arab nation, against the Persian aggressors, is the battle to defend the honor and 
dignity of the nation. The victories the soldiers of Saddam Husayn have won against 
the racist Persians are living proof of the power and courage of our Iraqi people 

as represented by their strong national unity." 


The fighting man Isma‘'il Muhammad Bajaluri says, "The participation in the Popular 
Army by fighting men from parties which have formed a coalition in the Domestic 
and National Progressive Front is deepening and developing this front under the 
leadership of the commanding party, the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, and I have the 
great honor to take part in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah alongside the noble 
leaders of the 20th century who are dominating the fierce heroic battles in the 
battlefronts." 


The fighting man Husayn ‘Ali Haydar, nominee to the Central Committee of the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party, is proud to belong to the Popular Army. He says, "I am 
experiencing happy moments at this training camp which embodies a fighting history 
replete with national unity in the context of the Domestic and National Progressive 
Front under the leadership of the commanding party, the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, 
the true spokesman of the past and present history of the motherland against the 
Persian aggressors." 


He adds, "This camp is to be considered a living backup for the united trench of 
combat against the racist Persian enemy who is threatening the unity of the nation's 
territory and the course of our Iraqi people, Arabs, Kurds and fraternal minorities 
alike." 


The fighting man Sirwan Nazim Sa‘id says "The victories our heroic army has real- 

ized in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah against the Persian enemy are a source of 
pride for Iraqis and all Arabs, and my participation in this battle is to be con- 

sidered a badge of honor for me which I will remain proud of all my life, because 

it is the battle of honor and dignity and defense of our fighting country." 


Victory and Principles 


In this sentiment, he is joined by the fighting men Subhi Salih Hamzah, Tahir Hasan 
Salman, Tariq Fadil al-Dabbas, Sa'di ‘Awwad Jasim, ‘Abd-al-Rahman Muhyi ‘Abbas, 
Jabbar ‘Abdallah, Shihab Ahmad Jawad, ‘Abd Majid Salman and Walid ‘Ubayd ‘Aftan. 
They stress that the brilliant victories Saddam Husayn's troops, the valiant men 

of the 20th century, have made against the usurper Persian enemy are only a living 
embodiment of their ceep faith in the goals and principles of their great party, 
the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, and a true expression of their unswerving deter- 
mination to preserve the spirit of victory, however long the battle may take and 
however intensely it may blaze. 
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IRAQ 


BATTLE EXPERIENCES OF POPULAR ARMY REVIEWED 
Baghdad AL-JAYSH AL-SHA'BI in Arabic No 9, Jun 81 pp 78-83 
/Article: "The Actual Situation of the Popular Army in Saddam's Qadisiyah"/ 


/Text/ Saddam's historic Qadisiyah has highlighted an unending series of unique 
examples of heroism and enthusiastic rushes forward to join in the ranks of the 
battle and race toward its arena in every manner and form which in some cases 
might seem stranger than fantasy. 


These glorious fierce battles and our forefathers’ great sacrifices throughout the 
lengthy, timeworn history of the Arabs took physical form once again, perhaps in 
clearer form, when they sacrificed everything, their life and precious possessions, 
for the sake of dignity, truth and glory. 


The Popular Army, through its unique example, its distinctive characteristics, and 
its fighting combative role as a firm reserve for our heroic Iraqi army, has offer- 
ed many such unique heroic examples, aiding the glories of the first al-Qadisiyah 
and embodying the concrete form of Iraq, which is proud of the territory of its 
nation and the rights of its homeland, rushing forward, filled with resolve, 
strength and enthusiasm, to defend every grain of Arab sand and believing with 
unshakeable, firm faith in its vanguard party, the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, 
with its wise, sagacious leadership, headed by the unique commander, the hero 
Saddam Husayn, who has raised the head of the Arab homeland high for the first 
time after a long, deep slumber, restoring the glories of Sa‘'d ibn Abu Wigas, 
Khalid ibn al-Walid, Salah-al-Din al-Ayyubi and other early Arab leaders and wash- 
ing away the stain of successive defeats whose sources were cowardly rulers who 
did not believe in their people and did not properly perform the role of mass 
leaders because they were not nurtured in the ranks of the masses, did not live in 
their embrace, and did not assume power through their will, in order to express 
this will, so that they could lead them to victory instead of drowning them in a 
quagmire of defeat. 


Endless Stories 


The Living stories of Saddam Husayn's troops, unique of their kind in modern Arab 
history, are endless, and one cannot end them, because more of them are being born 
every day, at every hour and minute, and because the simplest, most eloquent des- 
cription of them are that they are a boundless sea of sacrifices, an unlimited 

















belief in struggle, and an insistence on attaining further victories and forcing 
the arrogant enemy to bow down and capitulate before our legitimate rights and in- 
terests. They are stories of heroism, self-denial and the raising of the banner 
of dignity so that it may flutter on high. 


They are stories of the young men who have insisted on becoming fighting men and 
joining the ranks of the Popular Army, the way station to head for the front as 
quickly as possible. 


There is the old man who insisted on bearing a rifle and entrenching himself in the 
forward lines of the front, in spite of the burden and load of years. There is the 
family which lost one or more martyrs and raised piercing cries when others went 
off to join the People’s Army. Indeed, there is a cavalcade of martyrs that issued 
forth from one home, after which the home continued to sing and utter cries to 
Saddam's Qadisiyah. 


There is the father who bore a rifle alongside his son, the two training together 
in the same detachment of the Popular Army; there is the disabled man who insisted 
on becoming a Popular Army fighter because he proved that he could pull a trigger 
and pass ammunition on to his fighting comrades. There is the mother who wished 
she had had more than one fighting man and another who boasted that she had enough 
to refresh her spirit and slake the thirst of her heart. There are people who left 
an easy life or a prominent job and insisted on becoming mere soldiers on the front. 
There are people who left their brides trailing behind in their wedding garb to 
spend their honeymoon on the firing line, 


There are many numerous examples which cannot be counted or summed up. However, 
it would he a good idea for us to present examples of them, just examples, which 
might not reflect and embody everything that has happened and is happening in 
Saddam's Qadisiyah, but might be an eloquent, expressive picture speaking and re- 
lating true stories which have entered history through its widest gates and have 
become part of the legacy of the Popular Army, the legacy of the Iraqi fighting 
man, the legacy of this heroic people which has forged a new history of victories, 
glories and sacrifices, 


Without taking the trouble to select, you will find fragments of iiving examples 
surging forward before your eyes, and each of them deserves to be an introduction, 
However, the nroblem is, where will we start? 


Let it be with ‘Abd Jawlan Hasan, from Jalula', a retired military man of 66, who 
joined the Popular Army because he found that his only two sons had gone to the 
tiring line before him, and wondered why he should sit at home, since he was a 
trained military man who could become a successful fighting man challenging old 
age, which is no stronger than one’s own resolve and is always weaker than faith. 


Young But a Fighting Man! 


Conversely, there is the fighting man Mundhir Khalaf Khurshid, just 17, who none- 
theless joined the Popular Army when he was 14 and was working in the Department 
of Roads in Baghdad, Perhaps he now is one of the youngest fighting men at the 
front, although ‘Ali Husayn ‘Ali, a student born in 1964, vies with him for the 











title of young combatant, since the latter is now the youngest warrior in Qasr-e 
Shirin. The fighting man Ibrahim ‘Uthman al-Sakb, first secretary of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, left his office and his four children and joined the Popular 
Army to be with his two brothers on the battlefront. 


The Front First of All 


The likes of the story of the fighting man ‘Abd-al-Rida ‘Ali Hasan, an employee in 
the al-Rafidayn Bank, New Baghdad Branch, are many. He was engaged and about to 
get married when the Persian aggression occurred and he asked leave of his fiancee 
to postpone the wedding. He had been a fighting man in the Popular Army since 1973 
and had to answer the call to go to the front as soon as possible. At the front, 
when he found an opportunity to go through with his wedding, he was given a 3-day 
leave, which was sufficient for him and his fiancee to be linked by bonds of matri- 
mony and then for him to return to the firing line. 


The fighting man ‘Abbas Salman, 51, from Jalula’, has eight children and three 
brothers in the various branches of the army, all in the battlefronts. 


The tighting man Muhammad ‘Ali al-Jabburi, an employee of the General Automobile 
Company, has three brothers on the battlefronts. His fourth brother martyred hin- 
self on 3 January 1981 in the massacre of al-Khafajiyah and he is now waiting his 
turn to enter the fray. 


The fighting man ‘Adnan ‘Abd-al-Rahim al-‘Azzawi, 51, an educational supervisor in 
the Higher Council of the Comprehensive National Anti-Illiteracy Campaign, joined 
the Popular Army when it was formed. He has a brother at the front and five chil- 
dren at home; the oldest, 12, in the first intermediate grade, is constantly im- 
ploring his father to work to get him into the Popular Army. 


The fighting man Qasim Muhammad Salih from the Khaniqin Base has four brothers in 
the battlefronts and hopes he will be the fifth. 


From Khanigin also is the fighting man Muzhir Shati' Bahr, 46, who left his 10 
children in the care of their mother while he went to the Popular Army and the 
firing line. 


The fighting man ‘Abd Ibrahim Fallah, 44, has a son in the armed forces who was 
wounded in the fighting. The father rushed to complete his training in the Popular 
Army in order to take the place of his son lying in hospital on the firing line. 


The fighting man Dr Nasir Husayn ‘Ali insisted on temporarily leaving the medical 
profession, abandoning his position in the Ministry of Youth, carrying a rifle in- 
stead of a scalpel, and going to the place where he could defend Arab honor and 
protect the heroes of Arab dignity. 


The Fighting Family 


The story of the fighting man Muhammad ‘Atiyah Laftah declares that all the mem- 
bers of his family are on the battlefronts, among the officers, noncommissioned 














officers and troops; he, the father of eight sons, refused to be separated from his 
brothers and not become a brave fighting man like them, and thus it happened that 
he found himself a place in the Popular Army. 





The fighting man Nuri Muhammad Shawqi, 52, left his job as the village chief in the 
14 Remadan section of Khaniqin and headed for the front, accompanying one of his 
eight children, with one of his brothers in his company. 


In Oaratabbah, Karim Khalaf Ahmad did not find that his job as a guard in the 
municipal school could take the place of participating in the battle alongside his 
four brothers in the Armed Forces, and he became a fighting man in the Popular Army. 


Although Muzhir Jasim Muhammad, a peasant in al-Wajihiyah, is in charge of looking 
after the wives and the three children of his brothers, who went to the battlefront, 
he found the time to join the Popular Army preparatory to going to the firing line 
as well. 


In the town of Mandali, which was exposed to the first blows of the Persian enemy, 
Muhaumad Husayn Nayil, an agricultural worker, rushed to join the Popular Army and 
be in the advance guard at Sayf Sa'd along with a brother. His third brother 
martyred himself in the Dezful sector on 20 November 1980 while fighting in a 
battle against the racist Persians. 


The fighting man Khalaf ‘Ali Yusuf, 45, one of whose sons is in the southern sector 
of the battlefront, is now preparing to go to the front at any moment, since the 
soil of the nation and its dignity and its rights are most precious. 


The fighting man Muhammad ‘Ali Husayn, whose three brothers are fighting in the 
ranks of our heroic army in al-Khafajiyah and Dezful, is continuing to train and 
wait for orders to go to the front. 


Although the night guard ‘Abd Muhammad Mustafa is 56 and has 10 children, he re- 
fused not to be a fighting man in the Popular Army in the al-Ghalibiyah sector, 
not to realize his dream and not to be given the opportunity to fight the racist 
Persians face to face. 


The fighting man ‘Abd-al-Salam Muhammad Nayif also has a distinguished story. He 
is a student i» machine industry preparatory school and insisted on leaving his 
studies and joining the Popular Army as soon as the fighting with the Persian enemy 
started, However, the commander of the sector refused his request a number of 
times, until his strong insistence paved the way for him to take his place on the 


Line ci i1re in als sector. 


The fighting man Khalil Ibrahim Dis has three brothers in the armed forces, but he 
joined the Popular Army in Khaniqin and went to the front. 


The fighting man ‘Abbas Hasan Salih of Jalula’ joined the Popular Army when it was 
formed, in spite of his old age, then went to the firing line because he consider- 
ed himself no less capable a fighting man than his two sons who are in the armed 
forces. 














In 1976, the taxi driver Ibrahim ‘Abd-al-Hadi ‘Ayyadi found the time to get trained 
in the ranks of the Popular Army, in spite of responsibility for his nine children, 
and he now is the commander of the group of one of his children who also joined the 
ranks of the Popular Army and has a brother in the ranks of the armed forces in al- 
Muhammarah,. 


Faith in the cause remains stronger than age and the weight of years: the fighting 
man ‘Ali Murad Ahmad, also a driver, is 55 and has eight children. Nonetheless, 

he enrolled in the Popular Army in 1974 and prepared to chant the anthems of vic- 
tory with his comrades at the front. The fighting man Talab Hamid ‘Abd ‘Ali a 
driver with the Pepsi Cola Company, also joined the Popular Army when it was found- 
ed; he is now more than 50 but nonetheless has borne a rifle and gone to the front. 


There are other types of examples and samples represented by families which have 

given every child they have to the battle; in spite of family responsibilities and 
the demands of everyday life, the responsibility of defending the nation is always 
greater and preferable. Here let us present corresponding pictures in this regard. 


The fighting man Ahmad Ibrahim Rahim, a groundwater worker, has two brothers in the 
army and the front and another with him in tue Popular Army. 


The fighting man Yahya Hassuni ‘Ali, has two brothers engaged in war efforts as 
drivers of Chevrolet trucks. 


The fighting man Shiri Zughayr, a government employee in Khaniqgin customs, has 
three brothers in the armed forces who are fighting in the cantral, northern and 
southern fronts. 


The fighting man Mahdi Salih Salim, a government employee, has two brothers at the 
front. 


The son of the fighting man ‘Abd-al-Husayn Shuwayn Sa'd, a retired military man, 
48, is fighting in Sar-e Pol-e Zahab while his father is in another location at 
the front. 


The two brothers of the fighting man Ayyub Ahmad Jasim, a retired commissioner, 
are in the army at the battlefront. 


The fighting man Mumtaz Ilyas Na‘um bade farewell to his job in the General Iraqi 
Exhibition Agency and his wife and joined his comrades at Qasr-e Shirin. He has a 
brother in the Hilwan Sector. 


In the Qasr-e Shirin sector, the fighting man Jasim Muhammad Fathi also met his 
brother and they asserted their readiness to defend the nation and its dignity. 


The fighting man ‘Imad Hamid ‘Inayah, an employee with the General Iron and Lumber 
Trading Company, said goodbye to his job and wife and went to a battlefront with a 
brother to take part in the battle of Saddam's Qadisiyah. 


The fighting man Kazim Sahi Mutlak is an example of a different kind; as soon as 
the Persian aggression occurred, he forgot his old age, 54, and his seven children, 
and joined the Popular Army on grounds that thet is the way station for passage to 
the firing line. 








Since the two brothers of government employee Jasim Nasif Jasim were at the battle- 
front, he found it “shameful" to remain in his town of Jalula', so volunteered and 
became a fighting man as well. 


The Ki aniqin operating and maintenance statiscn has people to operate and maintain 
it now, but its manager, ‘Adil Isma‘ii Kinali:. oreferred to become a fighting man 
at a base, like his brother who is fightin. ae northern sector. 


The fighting man Muhammad Husayn ‘Ali, a government employee, has a brother in the 
armed forces who is fighting the racist Persians in the southern sector. He is 
married and has four children, 


The fighting man Khalil Makki Jasim, a peasant, is 52 now but he joined the Popular 
Army when it was founded and is now a group commander. His brother is with him at 
the same base. 


The fighting man ‘Abdallah ‘Abd Khalaf, a peasant, is fighting in the Popular Army 
and his brother is fighting in the ranks of our heroic army in the southern sector, 
as the brother of the fighting man Muhammad Khalid Hasan is fighting at Sayf Sa‘d, 
the brother of the fighting man Badr Shakir Mahmud is a soldier at Qasr-e Shirin, 
the brother of the fighting man ‘Abd Aswad Salim is a soldier in the northern sec- 
tor, and the brother of fighting man Radi ‘Abd Hamah, in a base at Khanaqin, had 
the honor of taking part in the historic crossing of the Karun River. 


The fighting man Khalaf Hamad, a peasant, 53, has two brothers in the armed forces, 
one of whom took part in the battle to liberate al-Muhammarah, the fighting man 
‘Abd Daham Ibrahim, who joined the Popular Army in 1975, has two brothers on the 
firing line, the brother of the fighting man Kamal Tahir Mahmud Sa'di, who is train- 
ed in anti-aircraft activity and is helping to defend the nation's skies, is a 
soldier on one of the fronts, the fighting man ‘Ali Husayn Latif, who is married 
and has eight children, has three brothers in the armed forces and on the front, 
the fighting man Salim Yasin Karkuz, a farm worker, is married, has five children 
and has a brother who is a deputy officer in the Dezful sector and another one in 
the Popular Army forces in the Qasr-e Shirin sector, the four brothers of the 
fighting man Muzhir Nasif Jasim are on the battlefronts, the brother of the fight- 
ing man Isma‘il Malik Mahdi is a driver in the [ragi Trading Company and is an 
officer on one of the fronts, the brother of the fighting man Hatim Muhammad Fathi, 
an employee in <grarian Reform, is a fighting man at Qasr-e Shirin, and he himself 
has perhaps gone to the front in turn now, the fighting man Fadil ‘Abd-al-Husayn 
‘Abdallah, a technician, and his brother are taking part in the combat in the Qasr-e 
Shirin sector, the fighting man ‘Amir Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Razzaq has two brothers 
with him in the Qasr-e Shirin sector, while the fighting man ‘Abd-al-Khaligq 
Muhammed, a teacher, and his two brothers are in the same sector, and the fighting 
man Hasim ‘Abd Khudayr, in the anti-aircraft forces, has a brother in the Popular 
Army, and they both ere .ow in actual combat. The fighting man ‘Abd Hamid ‘Isa 
has two brothers fighting in Abadan and the northern sector, the combatant ‘Ali 
Mansur Wahib, a working man, married with seven children, has two brothers with 
nim at the battlefront, the fighting man Kazim Sarhank Hamid has three brothers 
at the front, the fighting man Husayn Fulayh Hasan, in anti-aircraft, has two 
brothers on the firing line, all three brothers of the fighting man Khudayr 
Muhammad Mahdi, a government chauffeur, are on the battlefront, as likewise the 


two prothers of the fighting man and peasant Khamis Khalaf Hasan are at the front, 














the fighting man Yahya Khalid ‘Abd-al-Majid has a brother with him in the Popular 
Army and another one who was wounded in the fierce battle of al-Muhammarah and hopes 
to recuperate quickly so he can return to the front, and the fighting man Muhammad 
Nasir Husayn and his two other brothers are at the front. All three brothes of the 
fighting man Salih Shati' Bahr are at the battlefronts, the fighting man Jamal 
Ghadami Hamid is now training to join the Qasr-e Shirin front with his other brother, 
the fighting man Ibrahim Salih ‘Asi has children and all his four brothers are at 
the battlefront, the fighting man Muhammad ‘Ali Hammadi, a government worker, has 
six children and three brothers in the Popular Army and the armed forces and they 
are all at the battlefronts, all three brothers of the fighting man Kazim Khidr 
Muhammad are in the armed forces and at the battlefronts, the fighting man Mahdi 
Ahmad Khalaf has two brothers fighting in the Sar-e Pol-e Zahab sector, and the 
fighting man Salih Ibrahim Husayn has a brother in the armed forces and another 

one in the Popular Army, at Sayf Sa'd. 


Thus, as we have said, since the beginning, the models and examples have been in- 
numerable and limitless, and therefore one can say that all we have mentioned are 
just drops in the sea of effort, self-negation and sacrifice which Saddam's Qadisi- 
yah has created, because it has clearly and plainly reflected the results which 
have been deeply implanted in the spirits of the fighting masses of the Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party and has underlined their deep roots and firmness, and express- 
ed their vitality and effectiveness when it sounded the horns of the call for the 
defense of national territory, and the masses of these people, who are well-versed 
in combat and in fighting aggressors, surged forward to perform their duty, raise 
high the banners of combat, and rally around their wise leadership under the com- 
mand of the heroic leader, the courageous Saddam Husayn. The amazing surge to 
volunteer and to enter the arena of battle took place, these tremendous sacrifices 
of exertion, abnegation and martyrdom occurred, and a firm national unity came into 
being in confronting the arrogant enemy who became fragmented and staggered with 
the first blows. There then occurred the insistence on seizing and maintaining 
victory and rejecting every form of concession or bargaining, which totally re- 
flected the pan-Arab nature of the fighting and the Arabwide nature of the rights 
to land and water which Iraqis requesting, and there occurred the prominent van- 
guard role the Popular Army has played and is playing in the fray. The headlong 
rush to volunteer for the ranks of this army which is unique in its characteristics 
and distinguishing features on the part of young people and old, workers, peasants, 
shopkeepers, and employees from all social classes has been another brilliant, 
shining picture of Saddam's Qadisiyah, because this headlong rush in itself has 
expressed brilliant proof of the solidarity between the command and its masses and 
the forward march behind the unique leader, the hero of national liberation, and 

it has been inevitable that this headlong rush and forward surge, in their meaning, 
import and their circumstances, replete with values, faith, solidarity about the 
leadership and insistence on our legitimate rights, should bring these samples and 
examples, which stir pride and glory and renew the sacrifices, victories and glories 
of our fo.:-fathers, to the forefront. 
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